
 

 

Draft 
 

TARBAT COMMUNITY COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of meeting held on 7 June 2017  
In the Carnegie Hall, Portmahomack at 7:30pm 

 
Present: Billie Wood (Chairman), Hamish Mackenzie (Vice Chair), Martin Dane(Treasurer) Jackie 
Thornhill(Secretary), Helen Flemimg 
 
In Attendance: Jock Munro, Neil Ross, Cllr. Fiona Robertson, Cllr. Derek Louden, Steve Carrol, 
George Terry, Jacqui Monro 
 
Apologies: Francis O’Connor, and Police Scotland. 
 

1. Police Report: There were not officers in attendance but a report was sent for meeting. 
 
Incident Summary: 
A written report has been circulated to all members. 

 
 
2. Minutes of meeting held on  5 April 2017 

 
The minutes was then proposed by Jackie Thornhill, seconded by Martin Dane and agreed. 
 

3. Matters Arising: 
 
 Fountain:  Hamish Mackenzie has since spoken to Mr Stewart and the problem seem to be 

with the stone work on the steps which will need addressing. No update, Hamish to action 
this item. 

 
 Access to Tarbat Primary School:  The school and parent council have been in touch with 

Allan Bryce with regards to this issue. As advised by Councilor Robertson, A travel plan is 
in progress of being developed by the school and parent council. Still Ongoing with 
progression. 

 
 Stand of trees behind the Carnegie Hall. John Mackay from Highland council has come 

and reviewed the situation. It was then suggested to make contact with British Telecom and 
southern Electricity to see if they could remove some branches as it will affect their power 
lines, but they will not be able to cut down trees. 

 
 
4. Financial Report: 
  
 The Treasurer had submitted a report and the balances are General Account £2348.37. 
 
 
5. Councillor’s Report: 
 
            Councillor Robertson made an introduction of newly elected Councillor Derek Louden, then 

went on to explain that to enable the Members to attend as many groups as possible whilst 
still making sure Community Councils always have a member in attendance except in 



 

 

exceptional circumstances, the 3 members are each taking a lead role for specific 
Community Councils. This means that the Councillor shown as the lead for your 
Community Councils will be the one you can, as a matter of course, expect to see at your 
Community Council’s meetings. If they can’t make a particular date they will ask another to 
fill in for them. It may well be that a second member is also able to attend – they will do that 
when it is possible or for example when significant issues arise. You can also make contact 
with all or any of the 3 Councillors as you wish. The proposed split is as follows: 

  
• Cllr Louden; Tain and Tarbat Community Councils 
• Cllr Robertson: Balintore & Hilton, Inver and Nigg & Shandwick Community Councils 
• Cllr Stone: Fearn and Kilmuir & Logie Easter Community Councils  

 
Councillor Robertson has updated on the restructure of the highland council. It will cut 
down on strategic communities from 5-3 which will include a People, Places, Resources 
committee. Then there will also be area committees. Our area is Ross / Cromarty committee 
which will be established at their next meeting. There has been a Roads officer and an 
Amenities officer appointed. 
 
H. Mackenzie has asked the Councillors that small CC such as ours, that our concerns not be 
ignored as this results in loss of interest of public members wanting to get involved into 
such organisations. Cllr. Louden had advise that 31 newly elected highland council 
members originate from small CC and that our voice would be heard. 

  
            Councillor Robertson has advised us on an update of the new build of TRA school. The 

Highland council have now decided that they will consider other proposed locations for the 
build of the new school. This will of course entail an estimated 22 month delay due to the 
fact they have to go back and start new consultations and design development. The monies 
that was originally allocated for this project will go back to investors and council will now 
have to hope to keep secure of these funds during the delay.  

 
6.         Correspondence:  Offshore Wind Energy – Landscape sensitivity appraisal and Tarbat 

Ness. This would not be a good attraction and could affect our Tarbat ness tourism. Hamish 
Mackenzie to express our concerns by online response and ask that this area be excluded 
from the appraisal. This action has been taken by Mr. Mackenzie. 

 
 Seafareres association sent letter regarding participating as a community in flying the flag 

on September 3, 2017. Rev Pickles has taken this information for participation. 
 
 The Gala committee have asked if the TCC would be interested in having a stall on Gala 

day, but due to a soon proposed election date on the arising and some members being away 
at the time the council have agreed not to have a stall. 

 
 The HM Fire Service Inspectorate for Scotland has sent the Tarbat CC a questionnaire on 

Scottish Fire and Rescue Service(SFRS), to be submitted by September 2017. In addition to 
the views of the CC they are also interested in hearing from the public more widely, 
therefore anyone can submit comments regarding this inspection by email to the following 
address HMFSI@gov.scot. 

 
  
 
 

  



 

 

       7. AOCB: 
 

Cllr Rhind had agreed to look into the state of the cemetery as the paths were slippery and 
rabbits had returned. Cllr. Robertson has since informed us that some of the work has been 
completed and still ongoing. They will also look into doing some work the new cemetery.  
 
War Memorial: The work has now been completed with regards to the railing, but there 
was some concerned raised that the railing is not fitting properly due to the existing 
cemented structure. Cllr Robertson has advised that there is remedial work ongoing on the 
railing and the puddling will also be sorted. The work for the lettering is also ongoing. 
 
 
Martin Dane gave an update on the Ship to Ship Transfer plans by the Cromarty Firth Port 
Authority. The matter is still with the MCA for decision and further actions are required. 
The reason for the request for a license for ship to ship transfers outside the Sutors is that 
following the closing of the Beatrice Terminal and pipeline at Nigg, the CFPA are noting a 
shortfall in funds being paid for tankers using the Nigg facility. This gives them a funding 
gap to meet their plans to extend the facilities for cruise liners berthing at Invergordon. 
Martin gave an update on this topic and new application to be submitted later this 
year. 
 
 
Land in front of Dolphin View chalets. Hamish Mackenzie reported on further 
correspondence with the office of the Keeper of the Registers of Scotland. They were 
concentrating on the validity of the title which Candho One purported to pass to Mr and Mrs 
Joyce. The Joyce’s’ solicitor had failed to provide map evidence that the Macleods of 
Cadboll owned the part of the land that had been foreshore in 1919 and the Keeper’s office 
had passed to them for comment the Keeper’s thoughts on the ownership of the foreshore. 
As to the part of the land that had been roadway since the 19th century the Keeper’s office 
had advised that Barbara Johnston had a servitude right of access over it. They will advise 
us on any decision as to the ownership of the land." 
 
H. Mackenzie proposed that a Thank you letter be drafted and sent to former Cllr. Rhind 
acknowledging all his hard work and effort he has put in over the many years of his career. 
 
Seating benches on the front, near the beach are in desperate need of repair. It was agreed 
they need to be fix. Council will ask for quotes to be submitted for proposed work. 
 
Member of the public discussed concern on dirty water they are receiving in Rock Filed. 
Water board have been informed but issue still ongoing. 
 
Member of public brought to the attention of the Cllrs. that the trees on the Kirksheaf side 
going down the woody Brae need to be trim to give oncoming traffic better visibility for 
approaching traffic. 
 
M. Dane had asked the Cllrs. in attendance if and what security measures for potential 
terrorists attack have been or proposed to be put in place at the Invergordon Port Authority 
Cruise ship terminal.  
 
 
 



 

 

NOTE. Land in front of Dolphin View chalets. Following the meeting Hamish Mackenzie 
circulated to members a report on a further communication from the office of the Keeper of 
the Registers of Scotland which had been received too late for the meeting. It is currently 
still under consideration and would hope a decision will be reached in the next few weeks. 
They are sorry at this moment they can’t be more precise but it is currently being considered 
by a colleague 
 

           Dates for 2017 meeting are: 1st Wednesday of the below months: 
 
August 2nd,  
October 4th  
December 6th. 
 

           The meeting closed at 9:05pm. 
 

           Next meeting, Carnegie Hall at 7:30pm August 2, 2017 but subject to change due to 
upcoming elections. 


